
 

  

TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: ROBERT A. LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT 05-001 (CITY INITIATED) 
 
DATE:  DECEMBER 20, 2005 
 
 
Needs:  To consider the Planning Commission’s recommendations to the City Council regarding a 

proposed modification to the text of the Land Use Element of the General Plan to reflect the 
most recent City “build-out” projections. This amendment does not modify policy parameters 
of the 2003 General Plan update. 

 
Facts: 1. When the 2003 General Plan update was approved, it was anticipated that it would be 

necessary to reduce the General Plan growth potential by 416 dwelling units in order to 
stay within the adopted policy of accommodating 44,000 residents in the year 2025. The 
Land Use Element of the General Plan included provisions that called for a reduction of 
up to 416 dwelling units. 

 
2. The intent of this General Plan Amendment is to reflect the most current land use patterns 

and calculations of City “build-out” under the 2003 General Plan. Based on the most 
recent projections and calculations of population in the year 2025, it has been concluded 
that it is no longer necessary to reduce the number of potential dwelling units by 416 in 
order to stay within the population of 44,000 residents in 2025.  

 
3. Attached and labeled Exhibits “A”, “B” and “C” are the pages to the General Plan Land 

Use Element that are proposed to be modified, along with the reflected modifications. The 
proposed changes to the General Plan text do not increase the potential total population. 
There would be no environmental impact resulting from the proposed text changes to the 
Land Use Element of the General Plan.   

 
 4.   At their meeting of October 25, 2005, the Planning Commission voted in favor of the 
       two-part General Plan Amendment. The vote was five in favor, one in opposition 
                               (expressing concerns regarding the Erskine component) and one Commissioner absent. 
 

5. At their meeting of November 15, 2005, the City Council tabled consideration of the 
Erskine component of the General Plan Amendment when it was determined that the 
proposal had not been referred to the County Airport Land Use Commission (a referral is 
required for legislative matters like a General Plan Amendment or Zone Change). 

 
6. At the same November 15, 2005 meeting, the City Council referred the City Initiated 

General Plan Amendment back to the Planning Commission, seeking to confirm that the 
Planning Commission had seen all of the relevant calculations that went into the 
formulation of the General Plan Amendment. Concerns had apparently been expressed 
that the numbers presented to the City Council differed from those that the Planning 
Commission had seen. 



 

  

 
7. Pursuant to the Council’s direction, the proposed modification to the text of the Land Use 

Element of the General Plan to reflect the most recent City “build-out” projections has 
bee presented a second time to the Planning Commission.  

 
8. The General Plan Amendment remains essentially the same. Based on some questions that 

had been posed by the Planning Commission at the October 25, 2005 meeting, Ed 
Gallagher refined his numbers for the staff report that was presented to the Council on 
November 15, 2005. Ed Gallagher reviewed the differences with the Planning 
Commission at their meeting of December 13, 2005.  

 
9. The Planning Commission’s recommendation will be presented in a verbal presentation at 

the December 20, 2005 Council meeting. 
 
Analysis and 
Conclusion: The proposed General Plan Amendment is City Initiated. The purpose and intent is to reflect 

the most recent “build-out” population projection for the City in 2025.  
 
  The changes to the projection made in 2003 relate to the number of persons per dwelling unit, 

development entitlements that have occurred at less than projected intensity levels, and 
refinements to the calculation of the “build-out” population under the adopted General Plan. 
Attachment “A” details the new calculations. 

 
  Changing the General Plan text as proposed will not modify the General Plan policy of 

accommodating up to 44,000 residents in the year 2025. 
 
Policy 
Reference: General Plan Land Use Element; General Plan Update EIR certified in 2003; California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   
 
Fiscal 
Impact:  No fiscal impacts are anticipated in conjunction with this Land Use Element amendment.   
 
Options: After consideration of all public testimony, that the City Council consider the Planning 

Commission’s recommendation regarding the following options:  
 

 a. Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx approving General Plan Amendment 05-001 that would 
amend the Land Use Element of the City’s General Plan, updating the text of the 
General Plan relating to anticipated “build out” in the year 2025 in a manner consistent 
with the attached Exhibits “B-1”, “B-2”, and “B-3”.  

 
b.   Amend, modify or reject the foregoing option. 

 
 
 







 

 
 
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 05- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROVING GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT 2005-001,  AMENDING THE GENERAL PLAN TO 

REFLECT THE MOST RECENT LAND USE PROJECTIONS OF THE CITY’S “BUILD-OUT” 
POPULATION (CITY INITIATED) 

  
 
WHEREAS, the following application to amend the Land Use Element has been filed as General Plan 
Amendment 2005-001: 
 
A General Plan (Land Use) Amendment to reflect the most recent land use data and projections of the City’s 
“build-out” population based on the land use designations established in the 2003 General Plan update. The text 
changes to the General Plan acknowledge current land use information and recognize that the most recent build-
out projections (based on persons per dwelling unit and other specified factors) would result in a City population 
in 2025 that would be consistent with the established General Plan policy of a population not-to-exceed 44,000 
residents. No changes in land use designations or policy are proposed as a part of this General Plan text 
Amendment, and there would be no environmental impacts resulting from updating the land use data and 
population build-out projections. City Initiated. 
 
WHEREAS, at its meeting of October 25, 2005, the Planning Commission took the following actions: 
 
 a.  Considered the facts and analysis, as presented in the staff reports prepared for this amendment;  
 

b. Conducted public hearings to obtain public testimony on the parts of this amendment; 
 
c. Considered public testimony from all parties;  
 
d. Based on the information contained in the initial study prepared for the 2003 General Plan update, 

the Planning Commission unanimously found that there was no substantial evidence that approval of 
this portion of the amendment would have significant adverse effects on the environment and 
recommended that the City Council approve Negative Declarations for this component; 

  
WHEREAS, at its meeting November 15, 2005, the City Council took the following actions: 
 

a. Considered the facts and analysis, as presented in the staff reports prepared for this amendment, 
including the recommendations of the Planning Commission; 

 
b.  Conducted a public hearing to obtain public testimony on this amendment; 
 
c. Determined that it would be appropriate to refer the General Plan Amendment back to the Planning 

Commission to confirm that they had seen substantially the same build-out projections as had been 
presented to the City Council; 

 



 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, at its meeting of December 13, 2005, the Planning Commission took the following actions: 
 
 a.  Considered the facts and analysis, as presented in the staff reports prepared for this amendment;  
 

b. Conducted public hearings to obtain public testimony on the parts of this amendment; 
 
c. Considered public testimony from all parties;  
 
d. Based on the information contained in the initial study prepared for the 2003 General Plan update, 

the Planning Commission unanimously found that there was no substantial evidence that approval of 
this portion of the amendment would have significant adverse effects on the environment and 
recommended that the City Council approve Negative Declarations for this component; 

 
WHEREAS, at its meeting December 20, 2005, the City Council took the following actions: 
 

a. Considered the facts and analysis, as presented in the staff reports prepared for this amendment, 
including the recommendations of the Planning Commission; 

 
b.  Conducted a public hearing to obtain public testimony on this amendment; 
 
c. Based on its independent judgment, found that there was no substantial evidence that the parts of 

this amendment would have significant adverse effects on the environment and approved Negative 
Declarations for this General Plan amendment in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles, California, to 
amend the Land Use Element as shown in the attached Exhibit B-1, Exhibit B-2, and Exhibit B-3 (Component 2). 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 20th day of  December 2005 
by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 

 
 ____________________________________  
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor    

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 
 



 

 
 
 

 








